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Many times when someone asks how to save fuel, the first answers they get are suggestions

on how to get around without a motor vehicle of their own, such as biking, walking, or using

public transportation. While sometimes these suggestions are helpful, other times making

these changes are too drastic of a blow on a person's lifestyle. What they really need to

know is how to save gas while driving. Fortunately, there are ways that this can be achieved.

Maintaining Your Vehicle

If you go to work with a headache or a cold, chances are you'll start feeling drained before

the day is done. The same goes for your car. Any vehicle is going to get its best gas mileage

if it is working as well as it possibly can. Automakers may advertise excellent gas mileage,

but if the vehicle isn't working properly, it will use more gas just to function.

Pay attention to things like the check engine light, and make sure that the tires are staying

properly inflated. Don't seek to own a vehicle with a more powerful engine than you really

need. In addition to reducing fuel economy, ignoring problems also increases emissions that

at harmful to the environment. Not keeping up with basic maintenance may also lead to

greater repair costs in the long run.

Drive Conservatively
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If you're a "crazy driver" don't be surprised to see crazy bills at the pump. Aggressive driving

has been known to lower fuel efficiency by close to a third.

Watch Your Speed

Driving the speed limit is actually a practice that can save fuel, as fuel economy starts to

dwindle past 50 mph. Too much braking and sudden acceleration can be hard on efficiency

as well, as it can burn as much as a half-gallon of fuel in a single hour.

Time Your Drive

One of the biggest waves to save fuel is to make sure that when you are driving, you are

moving as much as possible. That means limiting the amount of time you leave your car

idling. The Department of Energy suggests not having your vehicle in the park for more than

10 seconds, if possible.

The more fully you have to start and stop at traffic lights, the more fuel you will use, and the

harder you will be on your car. Coasting to slow speed before braking will make things

easier. When roads are good, cruise control can be a helpful fuel-saving tool, although it is

not a good option for slippery roads.

Watch the Air

Climbing into a nice cool car on a hot day might feel good, but if you are looking to save gas

money, too much air conditioning isn't necessarily the best way to go. Cooling the car by

opening windows is a more fuel-efficient alternative.

There are a lot of vehicles on the market that are designed for great fuel efficiency, but how

your drive and take care of your vehicle are just as important as choosing the best vehicle

you can. For most people, it's all they can do to do the best they can with what they've got.

At Ace Auto in West Jordan, Utah, our team can help make sure your vehicle is working at its

best. To learn more, contact us at 801-803-6016, or visit us online.
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